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Report by the Government Statist Hr the information of the 
Honorable the Chief Seerctary. 


A GENERAL VIEW of the records of the Consumption of Alcoholic 
quays shows that during the six years, 1914<15 to 1920=21, the Drink 
Bili of the State nearly d@ubled, this being due to the cubstatial 
anoreases in prices, while during that period the quantity consumed per 
dnhabiteant and the convictiogs for drunkenness per 1,000 of population 
fell considerably, From 1920-21 to 1925=26, the value consumed per head 
increased only slightly, but there hee been a steady inerease in the 
eonvictions. , 


VALUES. For the year ended June 30th 1926, the alcoholic drink 
bili of the Stat? was estimated to be not less than 22,978,409 equal to 
2507011 pox inhabitant, compared with £2,831,973 or £25052 per inhabitant 
for the previous year and 21,326,185 or £2019.2 per inhabitant in 1914ha5. 


QUANT I°IES. The 4 years prior to 1924—25 had indicated a 
eontinuous-inereagse in the quantity of Spirits conswred per inhabitant 
which had been eounterbalaneced by a continuous decerease in the quantity 
of beer consumed, and this appears to also have been the experience of the 
Gommonwealth es awhole. ‘This however, wap reversed for 1924—25 and 
ge5-2o. The quentities consuced per inhebitant were,10.73 (10+30) 

lions, Spirite 34 (35) proof gallons. ‘the @neumption of wine had 

en estimated cach your at «75 gallons p@ inhsbitant. 


CONVICTIONS FOR DRUNEJNNESS. During the year 1925 there 
were 5,79 so0L) GOUVictione LOY enness averaging 10665 (937) 
peli po yer 1,000 inhabitants. This is considerably higher than 
previous year and heé only been excceded in the yoars immediately 
eceding the ware ‘the year 1914 recorded 5,243 convictions averaging 
e77 per 1,000 inhabitentse These ecenvictions include several against 
© BAMG PE LBs Distinct persons convicted were 4,572 (3,973), o@ erage 
3040 (7650) compared with 1914 - 4,073, average 9.14. 


Nit? REVENUE from Customs and sxeise Duties in the State for 
Alcoholic Beverages is given as 21,191,338 (£1,967,509). 


Summarised, the following are the principal details: 


Gal lse conm med 


per 
inh eb itant e 


Drink Bill 


Drunken ness 


Year Year 


Per 
Inhed itant 


Beer Spirits 


1914—-15 | 1,326,185 
20=21 | 2,545,370 
21-22 | 2,578,436 
22023 | 2,656,198 
24—m25 | °,051,973 
25—26 | 2,978 4409 
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